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Knut goes to the Olympic Games!
I will never forget the summer (Sommer) of 2012! For the first time
in my life I left the zoo in Berlin for more than two weeks. And I
didn’t stay in Germany (Deutschland). Together with some other
friends from the zoo I went abroad to watch the Olympic Games
that took place in London, the capital city of England.
Did you watch the opening ceremony? We didn’t have tickets so we
watched it on TV. We were impressed and looked really forward to
watch some of the games (Spiele) live. I always knew that there
were many different kinds of sport, but during
my two weeks in London I learnt much
more.
We spent most of our time
at the Olympic Park, a sports
complex
that
was
specifically built for the
Olympic Games. It was
always full of people, many
of them holding flags (Flaggen) of
the countries they supported. For some other sport events
like cycling (Radsport) and marathons (Marathons) the
spectators gathered on the streets. Big screens were also found
in many places so that the people could follow what was going on in the
sport venues.
I had the opportunity to watch athletics (Leichtathletik), badminton
(Badminton), basketball (Basketball), canoeing (Kanusport), fencing
(Fechten), football (Fußball), gymnastics (Turnen),
swimming (Schwimmen), tennis (Tennis) and volleyball (Volleyball).
I supported the German athletes but I admired all the athletes who
took part, especially because of their discipline (Disziplin).
The best part for me was always when the winning
athletes, were awarded the medals (Medaillen).
Germany won 44 medals this year. In all they were
awarded 14 bronze medals (Bronzemedaillen),
19 silver medals (Silbermedaillen) and 11 gold
medals (Goldmedaillen).
We all felt very sad when the Olympic Games were over
and we had to fly back to Germany. But after our return
to the zoo we all made it a point to practise more sport
(Sport) in our free time (Freizeit). And you? Do you
practice some kind of sports? Sports keep us fit!

DIE LANDKARTE
GERMANY

Write down the numbers 1 to 10 in the
white circles on the map below placed near
landmarks found in Hessen. Look up for
the clues below.
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Hessen is one of the sixteen federal
states (Länder). It is situated on the
central west of Germany surrounded by
six other states. The principal cities of
Hessen are Frankfurt (which is the largest
city), Wiesbaden (which is the capital
city) and Darmstadt. The countryside is
hilly and there are also some mountain
ranges. More than 6 million people live
in this state. The rivers Main, Rhine
and Neckar all pass through the state
of Hessen. Hessen is the greenest state
in Germany with more than 42% of the
land covered with forests. The flag of
Hessen has the same colours like the flag
of Malta – red and white.
1. Marburg is a city famous for its university.
2. In the town of Kassel, there is a beautiful palace with a large statue of Hercules on top and with a
water cascade in front.
3. Wiesbaden is famous for its many hot springs.
4. The Odenwald is a low mountain range with more than 24 mountains and 20 waterways.
5. In Fulda there is a big monastery for Benedictine monks.
6. Darmstadt is an industrial city with many factories.
7. Meissner is famous for its large nature park with lots of forests and animals.
8. In Giessen there is a monument with 3 persons gossiping.
9. The famous Grimm Brothers were born in the town of Hanau.
10. Lahn-Dill-Kreis is a district situated in the west of Hessen through which the rivers Lahn and Dill pass.
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Task 1: Knut and his friends are travelling today.
Go through the maze and find out which transport each
of them is going to take! Then, fill in the spaces in the
sentences below.

Knut

Auto

Hund

Fahrrad

Katze

Motorrad

Esel

Task 2: Here you have a funny
face. Can you match the parts of
the face with the vegetables?

das Haar

•

• die Karotte

die Ohren

•

• die Bananen

die Augen

•

• der Salat

die Nase

•

• die Orange

der Mund

•

• die Tomaten

Boot

Knut fährt mit dem _______________________________________.
Der Hund fährt mit dem ___________________________________.
Die Katze fährt mit dem ___________________________________.
Der Esel fährt mit dem ____________________________________.
(Verb: fahren – to travel)

Task 3: Can you write
down in the boxes on
the left the correct
greeting in German?
• Guten Morgen
Good morning

• Prost

Cheers

• Guten Appetit
Enjoy your meal

• Gute Reise

Have a nice trip

• Auf Wiedersehen
See you again

The Grimm Brothers (Brüder Grimm) were German, and were born in Hanau – Jakob
was born in 1785, while Wilhelm was born in 1786. They collected more than 200 fairy
tales and wrote them down so that they can be enjoyed by all of us. Here is the story of

The Bremen Town Musicians

(Die Bremer Stadtmusikanten)

There was once a donkey (Esel) whose master had made him carry
sacks to the mill for many years, but whose strength began at last
to fail. So, the donkey decided to leave and go to Bremen for there
he thought he might get a job as town musician. When he had gone a little way, he met a dog
(Hund) lying by the side of the road. The dog said - “Now I am old, I get weaker every day, so
I have made my escape, but now, how am I to gain a living?” “I will tell you what,” said the
donkey, “I am going to Bremen to become town musician. You can come with me. I can play
the lute, and you can beat the drum.”
It was not long before they came to a cat (Katze) sitting in the road, looking
very sad. The cat said - “I am getting old and I cannot catch mice any more,
so I ran away, but I do not know what is to become of me.” “Come with us to
Bremen,” said the donkey, “and become town musician. You understand night
music.” The cat thought that the idea was good, and went with
them. After that, the three travellers passed by a
yard, and a cock (Hahn) was perched on the gate
crowing with all his might. The cock was afraid that
his master will soon kill him. “You had better come
with us,” said the donkey. “We are going to Bremen. You have a powerful voice.” So they
went on, all four together.
But Bremen was too far off to be reached in one day, and towards evening they came to a
wood, where they decided to pass the night. There, the cock flew up to the top of a tree and
he saw in the distance a little light shining, and he called out to his companions that there must be a house
(Haus) not far off.
And they all set off in the direction of the light, and it grew larger and brighter, until at
last it led them to a robbers’ house. The donkey, being the biggest, went up to the
window, and looked in. There he saw the robbers eating and drinking.
“Oh how we wish we were there,” they all said. Then they agreed on a plan. The
donkey placed his forefeet on the window-sill, the dog got on the donkey’s back,
the cat on top of the dog, and the cock flew up on the cat’s head. When that
was done, at a given signal they all began to perform their music (Musik).
The donkey brayed, the dog barked, the cat mewed, and the cock crowed, then
they burst through into the room, breaking all the panes of glass. The robbers
fled at the dreadful sound and the four companions sat
down to table, and feasted as if they had been hungry
for a month. And when they had finished they put out the
lights, and went to sleep.
When midnight drew near, one of the robbers went back to the house but the cat flew
into his face, spitting and scratching. As the robber ran out, from the back door, the dog
ran at him and bit his leg, and as he was rushing through the yard, the donkey kicked
him and the cock, who had been wakened with the noise, cried out, “Cock-a-doodledoo!”
Then the robber said to his friends, “Oh dear! In that house there is a witch, and by the
door (Tür) there stands a man who stabbed me in the leg with a knife, and in the yard
there lies a black giant, who beat me with his wooden club, and on the roof, there was
the judge who cried, “Bring that rogue here!”
From that time forward the robbers never went back to that house, and the four Bremen
town musicians found themselves so well off where they were, that there they stayed.
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Have you read the Magazine? Then you are able to answer these questions.
Write down your answers in the boxes. Afterwards fill in the blanks to form
the name of a country!
1

What is the word for “Dog” in German?

5

2

11

Which is the capital city of
Hessen?

In German a donkey is called __ __ __ __.
3

8

How do you write the word “music” in
German?
9

What are “Flags” in German?

4

6

A bicycle in German is “Fahrrad” –
what is a “motorcycle” called?
In the Olympic Games there is a sport
called fencing – in German the word
fencing is __ __ __ __ __ __ __.

7

10

Do you know what is the word for “nose” in
German? Then write it down!
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