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On my first day at school, my mother (Mutter) gave me a nice 
reading book with lots of pictures in colour. Its title is “Popular 
Fairytales by the Grimm Brothers”. My mother told me that the Grimm 
Brothers (Brüder Grimm) were German, both were born in Hanau 
– Jakob was born in 1785, while Wilhelm was born in 1786. They 
collected more than 200 fairy tales (Märchen) and wrote them down 

so that they can be enjoyed by all of us. In Germany we also have a Fairy 
Tale Road (Märchenstrasse) which stretches from Bremen to Hanau and in 

all places along this route you find landmarks which are connected to the 
famous German Grimm Brothers and their tales.

Before I go to bed, my mother reads to me a fairy tale. She started with “Little Red Riding 
Hood” (Rotkäppchen). It is the story of a young girl who meets a wolf (Wolf) while she is on 

her way to her grandma (Oma). The wolf wants to eat her, so he disguises himself as her grandmother. But in the end, 
Little Red Riding Hood is saved by a hunter.

The next day, my mother read to me the fairy tale of “The Pied Piper of Hamelin” (Rattenfänger 
von Hameln). A rat catcher is hired by the people of a village to take away all the rats (Ratten). He 

plays a magic pipe and he takes all the rats to the river where they drown. But the people of the village 
do not want to pay him. So he takes their children (Kinder) away playing his magic pipe.

Another beautiful fairy tale is that of “The Sleeping Beauty” (Dornröschen). The story is 
about a princess (Prinzessin) who when she was born was put under a spell by a wicked witch 
(Hexe) saying that, on reaching adulthood, she would prick her finger on a spindle and die. A good 
fairy (Fee), though unable to completely reverse the spell, said that the princess would instead sleep 
for a hundred years, until she was awakened by the kiss of a Prince (Prinz).

The book has many other fairy tales like “The Musicians of Bremen” (Bremer 
Stadtmusikanten), which is a nice story of a donkey (Esel), a dog (Hund), a cat (Katze) and a 
rooster (Hahn) who become musicians, “Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs” (Schneewittchen 
und die sieben Zwerge), “Rapunzel”, “Cindirella” and “Hansel and Gretel” - the story of a 
brother (Bruder) and a sister (Schwester) who discover a house of candy and cake in the 
forest owned by a child-eating witch.

Knut visits Fairy Tale Land

Now I am putting some pictures from my Fairytale’s book 
here – can you write down the name of the fairy tale 

(in German or in English) above each picture?
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DIE LANDKARTE

Would you imagine living in a street where there is a barrier which blocks access to the 
other part of your city? Would you imagine living in the same village as your cousins and you 
cannot see them, or you cannot buy the same chocolates and clothes as them? This is what was 
happening in Germany for 28 years when the Berlin Wall was blocking access.

After World War II, in 1945, Germany was divided - the Federal Republic of Germany in the West and the 
communist German Democratic Republic (DDR) in the East. The symbol of this division was the Berlin Wall, which 
was erected in the night of August 13, 1961 by the East German government to prevent its people from moving to 
the West. It was a weekend and most Berliners slept while the East German army began to close the border, to tear 
up streets and to install barbed wire and fences through Berlin. By the early morning of that Sunday most of the 
first work was done: the border to West Berlin was closed. Now people could not travel any more from one side to the 
other of the city.

On November 9, 1989 the Berlin Wall came down during a peaceful revolution in the communist East of Germany 
and one year later in October 1990 Germany was united. But it took another 9 years, until the German Parliament 
finally moved back to Berlin and Berlin became once again the capital of the re-united Germany.

1. Reichstag (German Parliament Building)
2. Zoo (Knut was born here)
3. T.V. Tower (The highest tower in Germany)
4. Olympic Stadium (World Cup 2006)
5. Brandenburg Gate (One of the most famous gates 

in Europe)
6. Currywurst (A popular food snack in Berlin)

 7. Berliner Bär (Berlin’s Mascot)
 8. Berlin Wall (Divided Berlin for many years)
 9. Heinrich Zille (An artist who lived in Berlin about 

100 years ago)
10. Nofretete (Scultpure found in the Egyptian 

Museum in Berlin)

Write down the numbers in the white 
circles on the map below of these 
landmarks found in Berlin. Look up 
for the clues below.



DIE MONATE
There are 12 months in a year. In German, the names of the months resemble very 
much those in English. In German, the months are: Januar – Februar – März – 
April – Mai – Juni – Juli – August – September – Oktober – November – Dezember.
Now look at the pictures and write down the names of the months 
in German under the proper picture.

Regen rain
Buch book
Bett bed
Haus house
Feuer fire
Haar hair
Brot bread
Gras grass
Boot boat
Apfel apple
Puppe doll
Milch milk
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VOCABULARY Quite a number of words in German resemble 
those in English. Look at the pictures below 
and write down their names in German.

Holidays
School

J S N A

JMD O

JFA M



Secret messages
You need
• Half a cup of lemon juice
• A small paint brush
• White paper
• An adult, who helps you with 
 the ironing

How can I write and read a 
secret message?
1. Dip the paint brush in the 

lemon juice.
2. Write a note on the white paper.
3. Leave the paper to dry.
4. Iron the paper at medium heat.

What happens?
The invisible writing becomes visible.

Why?
The lemon juice contains carbohydrates, which burn 
when heated and therefore become brown.
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How happy I am. Last September I started attending primary school (Grundschule). 
German children (Kinder) start their primary school when they are six years old. The first 
school day is very important for us! We have to be at school quite early, at around 7.30a.m. The 
first day of school is a Saturday (Samstag) so that our family (Familie) members and other 
relatives can be present on this special occasion. All children wear nice clothes (Kleider) for this 
day. Unlike children in Malta, school children in Germany don’t wear a school uniform.

When I arrived at school for my first day, my friends and I were greeted by the Headmaster 
in the hall, who was very friendly and nice. Afterwards the students of Grade 2 and Grade 3 presented a short cultural 
program to show us what they do in school and how much fun they have by learning different things. After this we went 
to our classroom (Klassenzimmer) with our teacher (Lehrer). The teacher greeted us and we got to know each other’s 
names. Then the teacher gave us a timetable and we learned a song (Lied) together. Even though the normal school day 
in primary schools finishes at noon (Mittag), our first day at school was over at 11a.m. But before we left, all Grade 1 
children received a large cardboard cone in which we found crayons, pencils, small toys, sweets and books.

After my first school day was over my relatives, my friends (Freunde) and I ate lunch (Mittagessen) together at 
the zoo to celebrate my first day of school. Some other children went to a restaurant (Restaurant) with their families 
to have lunch. Now it’s almost been 2 months already since I started school. I am learning a lot and I enjoy myself with 
my new friends!

ERSTER TAG AN DER SCHULE IN DEUTSCHLAND
(FIrST DAY AT SCHOOL IN GErMANY)

ExPERIMENTE (ExPErIMENTS FOr YOuNG CHILDrEN)

Floating layers
You need
• An empty marmalade jar with lid
• Water
• A teaspoon
• Food coloring
• Sunflower or any other vegetable oil

Method
1. Fill the jar to 1/3 with water.
2. Add 2 drops of food colouring.
3. Pour carefully the oil in the jar, until the jar is 

filled by 2/3.
4. Close the lid of the jar very tightly and shake well.
5. Leave the jar to rest for about 3 minutes.

What happens?
Oil and water have separated again.

Why?
Oil is not soluble in water.
Oil is also lighter than water.



GERMAN-MALTESE CIRCLE
COMPETITION

“LOS” PRIMAR - MAGAZINE FOR SCHOOLCHILDREN

Participate and win
First 15 correct entries drawn out by lot

will receive a very interesting reading book (with pictures)
“The Complete Grimm’s Fairy Tales”

Competition is open ONLY to children attending Primary/Junior Schools from Year 5 upwards

To participate: Complete the crossword above by filling in the boxes after answering the questions from 1 to 14. 
Write down the correct words in GERMAN in the relative box. ALL words can be found on the pages of this 
LOS PRIMAR Magazine.

Afterwards, fill in the information below and send this sheet ONLY to:

The German-Maltese Circle, P.O.Box 58, Valletta Closing Date: 15th December 2009

The winners will be drawn by lot. The decision of the German-Maltese Circle is final and binding.

Write in block letters:

Name in full:

Address:

School:

Class: Age: Home or Mobile Tel. No.:

Data submitted may be used by the German-Maltese Circle in the promotion of its aims and activities.

Don’t forget – all answers must be in 
German – look for them in the other 
pages of this Magazine.

 1. The day on which German children 
start their first school day. 

 2. Little Red Riding Hood.
 3. A teacher.
 4. Primary school.
 5. This girl was friend to the seven 

dwarfs.
 6. A song.
 7. Knut has made many friends at school. 
 8. Classroom.
 9. Mother.
10. Sleeping Beauty.
11. Noon.
12. A prince marries a ____________.
13. After their first day at school many 

German families go to a ____________.
14. The pied piper of Hamelin took away all 

of these by playing his magical pipe.
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