
Beloved SiSterS – r15
(Die geliebten Schwestern)
Director: Dominik Graf, 134 min., 2014

Berlinale 2015 (in competition), Bavarian Film Award for Best 
Cinematography, Participation 87th Academy Awards for the Best 
Foreign Language Film

1788: Charlotte von Lengefeld, the daughter of an impoverished 
noble family in Thuringia, has returned from Weimar to her hometown, 
Rudolstadt – mainly to the delight of her unhappily married sister, Caroline 
of Beulitz. The two girls had once vowed to share everything. One day, 
Friedrich Schiller, who has been expelled from Württemberg, appears in 
Rudolstadt, and the two sisters take their oath seriously. They begin a 
love triangle, which benefits from Charlotte’s marriage to the poet. But 

this lifestyle turns out to be fragile… Dominik Graf is one of Germany’s most successful directors. His 
first feature-length drama in eight years is a mix of documented fact and fiction and explores a private 
utopia – which seems just as difficult to achieve as the political one unfolding in the background – the 
French Revolution. The cultural hub that was Weimar and the development of the letterpress provide 
additional historical backdrop for this passionate love story.

Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta
Opening Night: Wednesday, 18th November at 19.30 hrs
Repeat: Friday, 20th November at 21.00 hrs

Contact details:
German-Maltese Circle
Messina Palace, 141, Triq San Kristofru, Valletta VLT 1465, Malta 
Tel: 21246967 Fax: 21240552 E-mail: gmc@germanmaltesecircle.org
Web: www. germanmaltesecircle.org

Seventh German Film FeStival
18th – 22nd November 2015

Organised by the
German-Maltese Circle in collaboration with the Goethe Institute

as part of the Spazju Kreattiv season programme at St James Cavalier GOETHE-INSTITUTGOETHE-INSTITUT

Wednesday, 18th November 
Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta “Beloved Sisters” (“Die geliebten Schwestern”) 19.30 hrs
Thursday, 19th November “Phoenix” 19.00 hrs 
Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta “Who am I? No system is safe” (“Who am I? Kein System ist sicher”) 21.00 hrs
Friday, 20th November “Jack” 19.00 hrs 
Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta “Beloved Sisters” (“Die geliebten Schwestern”) 21.00 hrs
Saturday, 21st November “I was nineteen” (“Ich war 19”) 17.00 hrs 
Venue: Messina Palace, Valletta “Murderers are among us” (“Die Mörder sind unter uns”) 19.30 hrs 
 “Carbide and Sorrel” (“Karbid und Sauerampfer”) 21.00 hrs
Sunday, 22nd November “Windstorm” (Ostwind) in collaboration with the Ziguzajg Children’s Arts Festival 17.00 hrs 
Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta “Parents” (“Eltern”) 19.00 hrs 
 “Phoenix” 21.00 hrs



Phoenix – r12a
Director: Christian Petzold, 98 min., 2014

Voted Best Narrative Feature Film at the Toronto Film Festival 2014, 
German Film Award 2015 for Best Supporting Actress

Nelly Lenz is a concentration camp survivor who has been left severely 
injured with a disfigured face. Lene Winter, who works for the Jewish 
Agency, takes her to Berlin. Following facial reconstruction surgery, 
Nelly begins the search for her husband Johnny. When she finally does 
find him, Johnny does not recognise her. Nevertheless he approaches 
her with a proposal. Since she resembles his wife, whom he believes 
to be dead, he asks her to help him claim his wife’s considerable 
inheritance. Nelly agrees, and becomes her own doppelganger – she 
needs to know if Johnny ever loved her, or if he betrayed her. Nelly 
wants her life back. The more similarities to her dead counterpart she 

reveals, the more desperate and confusing their relationship becomes. Will Johnny confess his love? 
Or his guilt? Phoenix tells the story of a homecoming that is no longer possible and an identity lost 
forever.

Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta Thursday, 19th November at 19.00 hrs
Repeat: Sunday, 22nd November at 21.00 hrs

Who am i? – no SyStem iS SaFe – r15
(Who am I? – Kein System ist sicher)
Director: Baran bo Odar, 106 min., 2014

World Premier at Toronto Film Festival 2014, Bavarian Film Award 2015 
– Best Director, German Film Award 2015 – 6 nominations

The title gives away the two main themes of this thriller: The search 
for one’s own identity and the vulnerability of an electronically 
interconnected world.

Benjamin is invisible, a nobody. Or, according to the language of binary 
code: a zero among ones. But this changes abruptly when he suddenly 
meets the charismatic Max. On the outside, they couldn’t be more 
different, but they share a common interest: hacking into other people’s 
computers and closed networks. Along with Max’s friends they form the 

subversive hacker group CLAY, which stands for Clowns Laughing @ You. And so they start playing 
with fire. And it goes without saying that fire can burn.

Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta Thursday, 19th November at 21.00 hrs

All films are in German with subtitles in English

Tickets at € 3.00 (except for the Family Film “Windstorm” - Tickets at € 2.00)

Entrance to the Classic Film Night 
at Messina Palace is free



Jack – r12
Director: Edward Berger, 102 min., 2014

Berlinale 2015 (in competition), 
Silver German Film Award 2015 – Best Feature Film

JACK is a film about the development of a boy who has learnt to take 
responsibility from a young age. At the end of the film, he surprises 
us with the decision he makes and holds up a mirror to the audience 
with the courage he shows. Edward Berger’s portrait of two children’s 
search for their mother is at once laconic and sensitive, poetic and full of 
understanding for the boys’ pain and loneliness. At the same time the film 
paints a panoramic image of Berlin: its boulevards and supermarkets, its 
nightclubs, bars and parks, but also the dreary outskirts far away from 
the pulsating centre.

Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta Friday, 20th November at 19.00 hrs

WindStorm – r PG
(Ostwind)
Director: Katja von Garnier, 105 min., 2013

Best Children’s Film : 2014 German Film Awards, Bavarian Film Award 
2014

14-year-old Mika has failed her exams at school, so she’s not allowed 
to go to the holiday camp by the sea with her friend Fanny. Instead, 
she has to take her schoolbooks to the countryside and spend time with 
her strict grandma Maria Kaltenbach. There may hardly be a mobile 
network there, but there is a stable, a sweet young stable hand called 
Sam and especially ”Ostwind”, a stallion that’s considered untamable 
and dangerous. An unusual friendship forms between the horse and the 
girl. The experience will lead the two of them into unexpected adventures 
that will change them forever.

Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta In collaboration with 
Sunday, 22nd November at 17.00 hrs Ziguzajg Childrens’ Arts Festival

ParentS – r12a
(Eltern)
Director: Robert Thalheim, 96 min., 2013

For years, their roles were simply reversed. Theatre director Konrad 
took care of the household and upbringing of their two children, while 
Christine tried to work her way up as an anesthetist at a clinic. But that’s 
about to come to an end now. Konrad has a chance of directing a re-
adaptation of Hebbel’s “Nibelungen”, and an au pair from Argentina is 
to take care of the kids. But nothing goes as planned, because the old 
roles have remained in place and only the line-up has changed. Robert 
Thalheim’s PARENTS is a brilliantly enacted, well-thought out piece, 
which injects a new meaning into the term “family film”.

Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta
Sunday, 22nd November at 19.00 hrs



claSSic Film niGht
Venue: Messina Palace, Triq San Kristofru, Valletta

Saturday, 21st November Entrance complimentary

Unlike in recent years, when the Classic Film Night was dedicated to the works of one acclaimed 
German Director, the films being screened this year are linked by a common theme: 2015 marks the 
70th anniversary of the end of World War II and this year’s Classic Film Night focuses exactly on this 
few months in Germany history – spanning from the last days of World War II into the first weeks of 
life in post-war Germany, reproducing in their variety of plots and aesthetics a manifold and sometimes 
surprising snapshot of this dramatic moment in German history.

i WaS nineteen (Ich war 19)
Director: Konrad Wolf, 1968, 115 min. at 17.00 hrs

April 1945: Gregor Hecker, 19 years of age, reaches the outskirts of Berlin 
as part of the Red Army’s scouting team. Having fled Germany with his 
family when he was eight, he is confronted with the dilemma of having 
to fight men from the very country he was born in. Through dealing with 
challenging situations (e.g. he is appointed commander of Bernau, talks to 
many disillusioned Germans, and is once and again attacked by scattered 
groups of German soldiers), he grows more confident that not all hope is 
lost for post-war Germany. Based on the diary entries of director Konrad 
Wolf, the episodic movie authentically portrays the protagonist’s struggle 
to come to terms with his own past and identity.

murdererS are amonG uS
(Die Mörder sind unter uns)
Director: Wolfgang Staudte, 1946, 81 min. at 19.30 hrs

1945: Berlin - a town in ruins. Susanne Wallner (Hildegard Knefs) returns 
from a concentration camp to her former apartment, which is now occupied 
by Dr. Mertens, a surgeon. Susanne und Mertens have to share the 
apartment. Mertens (Ernst Wilhem Borchert) encounters Brückner (Arno 
Paulsen), the former commander of his battalion, whom he had believed 
to be dead. Brückner, who had ordered the execution of more than 100 
civilians during the war, is now a successful industrialist. Mertens decides 
that justice must take its course. DIE MOERDER SIND UNTER UNS was 
the first film to be produced in Germany after the war.

carBide and Sorrel
(Karbid und Sauerampfer)
Director: Frank Beyer, 1963, 85 min. at 21.00 hrs

After the second World War, Dresden has a lot of reconstructing to do. To 
get the cigarette factory he once worked for running again, Kalle has to 
travel to Wittenberg – the only place where carbide can be found. Once 
there, Kalle find himself in the unfortunate situation of having to hitchhike 
his way back to Dresden, transporting seven heavy barrels of carbide. 
However, his inventiveness and optimistic attitude help transform the 
grueling task into an adventurous, entertaining, and funny journey.


