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The Weather (Das Wetter)
Hello, as I´m writing to you today, it is raining outside. From my window I
can see the people in the street wearing their raincoats and carrying their
umbrellas. The sky is dull and the clouds (Wolken) are grey. I don´t really
like this weather, but it is like this in Germany at this time of the year.
Autumn (Herbst) starts on the 21st of September, but it is usually in November that
one starts seeing great differences in the weather. The days (Tage) become shorter
and colder. The leaves change their colours into red, yellow or orange and start
falling from the trees with the wind
(Wind). During this time it´s so nice
to go for a walk in the countryside.
My favourite season is winter
(Winter). Winter in Germany is
very cold (kalt). Sometimes it is
so cold that the lakes (Seen) and
rivers (Flüsse) freeze. Unlike Malta, here in Germany it also
snows a lot. I really like the snow (Schnee) because it turns
everything white. However, I don´t like it when it snows a
lot and then the snow turns into mud. When this happens it
is not pleasant to walk outside because one can easily slip
and fall. Many people like myself take the opportunity to do
winter sports (Wintersport) at this time of the year (Jahr). Many Germans and tourists go to winter resorts
to ski. If you ever make up your mind to come to Germany at this time of the year, make sure that you have
plenty of warm clothes and other accessories like beanies, gloves, scarves and a pair of warm boots. The
average temperature (Temperatur) in winter is 2 degrees Celcius and the rain (Regen) can sometimes be
very heavy. In the mountains (Berge) it is colder and the average temperature is –6 degrees Celcius!
After the cold months of winter, spring (Frühling) brings nicer weather with it. The temperatures don´t remain
as cold as in the winter, but it is also not so hot (heiß). The weather is usually ideal for walks in the parks,
where one can see the flowers (Blumen) blossom. The sun (Sonne) starts shining more often. On
sunny (sonnig) days it is very common to see people enjoying themselves in outdoor cafes
and gardens. During spring it may also rain, and sometimes the weather changes from sunny
to dull and rainy within the same day.
Most Germans look forward to the summer (Sommer) days, during which the
temperatures are usually the warmest. The average temperatures in summer
range from 18 to 20 degrees Celcius. If you are planning to come to Germany
in summer, don’t forget your umbrella. For Maltese people this may sound
very strange, because in summer it does not rain in Malta, but summers in
Germany are very rainy. In summer one can also experience thunderstorms.
In summer it is warmest in the South. Since Germany is a very big country,
the weather is not the same in all regions. In the North it is always a bit
colder than in the south.
If you ever decide to come to Germany, make sure you check the weather
forecast of the region you are visiting before you do so. And to be on the safe
side, always put an umbrella and a raincoat in your luggage, just in case!
As I have already told you, it may rain in every season (Jahreszeit)!

DIE LANDKARTE

Write down the numbers 1 to 10 in the
white circles on the map below placed
near landmarks found in Brandenburg.
Look up for the clues below.

BRANDENBURG
RIVER HAVEL

POLAND

RIVER ODER

BRANDENBURG

GERMANY

BERLIN
RIVE

R SP

REE

Brandenburg is one of the sixteen federal
states (Länder). It is situated in the east of Germany
and is one of the new federal states that were re-created
in 1990 after the reunification of East and West Germany.
The eastern border of this state is with Poland. The capital
city of Brandenburg is Potsdam. Other important cities
are Cottbus and Frankfurt-an-der-Oder. Brandenburg
surrounds but does not include the capital city state Berlin.
More than 2.5 million people live in this state. Brandenburg
is well known for its unspoiled landscape and large parts
of this state are protected nature reserves. The two main
rivers flowing through Brandenburg are the Spree and the
Havel. A natural wetland with more than 200 canals and
a number of lakes and forests is called Spreewald.
1. Havelberg is a small town in the North West of Brandenburg partly built on an island on the river Havel famous
for its big monastery now used as a museum.
2. The town of Cottbus in the south is famous for its modern state theater.
3. Sanssouci Palace, the former summer residence of King Frederick the Great is a great tourist attraction in Potsdam.
4. The Spreewald wetland with forests and lakes and canals.
5. Schwedt is an industrial city in the north eastern border with Poland.
6. Famous German writer Theodor Fontane was born in Neuruppin.
7. The Einstein Tower is an observatory near Berlin with a large solar telescope to study radiations.
8. You can ride in a stagecoach here.
9. Frankfurt-on-the-Oder is connected with the town of Slubice (Poland) by means of a bridge over the river Oder.
10. The old Cathedral of St Peter and St Paul in Brandenburg Town is built on an island on the river Havel.
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Rostock
Hamburg

Berlin

Düsseldorf

Köln

Frankfurt

Freiburg

München

Konstanz

Fill in using these words:
Wind – Sonne – Schnee – Regen
(You can find the meaning of these words from the other
pages of this Magazine).

Fill in using these words:
Wind – Sonne – Schnee – Regen – Wolken
(You can find the meaning of these words from the other
pages of this Magazine).

Shade in pencil or in colour the shapes which
contain the pictures corresponding to the
words given below. You can find the meaning
of these words from the other pages of this
Magazine.
Tür

Berge

Schnee

Temperatur

Wald

Blumen

Stuhl

Bett

Wolken

Sonne

When you finish shading you will find out
that these shapes are hiding someone!

The Grimm Brothers (Brüder Grimm) were German, and were born in Hanau –
Jakob was born in 1785, while Wilhelm was born in 1786. They collected more than
200 fairy tales and wrote them down so that they can be enjoyed by all of us.
Here is the story of

Goldilocks and the Three Bears
Once upon a time in a large forest (Wald), close to a village, stood the
cottage where the Bear family lived. Father (Vater) Bear was very big,
Mother (Mutter) Bear was a bit chubby, and Baby (Baby) Bear could be described as a Teddy
Bear. One morning Father Bear said: “Let us go out for a walk”.
A little girl named Goldilocks was picking flowers (Blumen) when she came upon the
cottage of the Bears (Bären). She knocked and when no one answered, she walked
right in.
On the table in the kitchen, there were three bowls of porridge. Goldilocks was hungry.
She tasted the porridge from the first bowl.
“This porridge is too hot (heiß)!” she exclaimed.
So, she tasted the porridge from the second bowl.
“This porridge is too cold (kalt) !” she said
So, she tasted the last bowl of porridge.
“Ahhh, this porridge is just right,” she said happily and she ate it all up.
After she’d eaten she decided she was feeling a little tired. So, she walked into the
living room where she saw three chairs. Goldilocks sat in the first chair (Stuhl) to rest
her feet.
“This chair is too big!” she exclaimed.
So she sat in the second chair.
“This chair is too big, too!” she whined.
So she tried the last and smallest chair.
“Ahhh, this chair is just right,” she sighed. But just as she settled down into the chair to rest,
it broke into pieces!
Goldilocks was very tired by this time, so she went upstairs to the bedroom (Schlafzimmer).
She lay down in the first bed (Bett), but it was too hard. Then she lay in the second bed,
but it was too soft. Then she lay down in the third bed and it was just right. Goldilocks
fell asleep.
As she was sleeping, the three bears came home.
“Someone’s been eating my porridge,” growled the Papa bear.
“Someone’s been eating my porridge,” said the Mama bear.
“Someone’s been eating my porridge and they ate it all up!” cried the Baby bear.
“Someone’s been sitting in my chair,” growled the Papa bear.
“Someone’s been sitting in my chair,” said the Mama bear.
“Someone’s been sitting in my chair and they’ve broken it all to pieces,” cried
the Baby bear.
They decided to look around some more and when they got upstairs to the
bedroom, Papa bear growled, “Someone’s been sleeping in my bed.”
“Someone’s been sleeping in my bed, too” said the Mama bear
“Someone’s been sleeping in my bed and she’s still there!” exclaimed Baby
bear.
Just then, Goldilocks woke up and saw the three bears. She screamed,
“Help!” And she jumped up and ran out of the room. Goldilocks ran down the
stairs, opened the door (Tür), and ran away into the forest. She was very
sorry that she had eaten their porridge, broke their chair and slept in their
bed. But Baby Bear called from the door, waving his arm: “Don’t run away!
Come back! I forgive you... come and play with me!”
And this is how it all ended. From that day onwards, Goldilocks made
friends with Baby Bear and often went to his house. She invited him to her
house too, and they remained good friends, always.
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Have you read the Magazine? Then you are able to answer these questions. Write
down your answers in the boxes. Afterwards fill in the blanks to form two words
(in German) used in this Magazine.
4

What is the word for “Forest” in German?
7

Which is the capital city of
Brandenburg?

1

5

In German clouds are called
___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___.
What did Goldilocks eat when
she went in the bears’ house?

9

6

Snow falls in which season?
Goldilocks broke
this into pieces.

2

3

8

The two main rivers in Brandenburg are
the Havel and the ___ ___ ___ ___ ___.

___ ___ ___
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2
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___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
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After completing the task given, fill in the information below and send this sheet ONLY to:
The German-Maltese Circle,
Messina Palace, 141, Triq San Kristofru, Valletta

Closing Date: 20th December 2011
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