THIRD GERMAN FILM FESTIVAL
23rd – 27th November 2011
Organised by the

German-Maltese Circle
in collaboration with the Goethe Institute
Wednesday, 23rd November
Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta
Thursday, 24th November
Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta
Friday, 25th November
Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta
Saturday, 26th November Fassbinder Film Night
Venue: Messina Palace, Valletta
Sunday, 27th November
Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta

GOETHE-INSTITUT GOETHE-INS

“The Poll Diaries” (Poll)
“Goethe!”
“If not us, who?” (Wer wenn nicht wir)
“When we leave” (Die Fremde)
“The Poll Diaries” (Poll)
“Fear eats the souls” (Angst essen Seele auf)
“Martha”
“Lili Marleen”
“Goethe!”
“I’ve never been happier” (So glücklich war ich noch nie)
“When we leave” (Die Fremde)

19.00 hrs
19.00 hrs
21.00 hrs
19.00 hrs
21.00 hrs
17.00 hrs
19.00 hrs
21.30 hrs
17.00 hrs
19.00 hrs
21.00 hrs

The Poll Diaries – R16
Director: Chris Kraus, colour, 130 min., 2010
German Film Awards 2011 - winner of Best Supporting Actor,
Best Director of Photography, Best Set Design and Best
Costume Design & Winner of the Best Film in the European
Film Festival, Bucharest, 2011
On the eve of World War I, 14-year-old Oda von Siering
returns to Poll, her family home on the Baltic coast, a region
uneasily shared by Germans, Russians and Estonians. With
her are the mortal remains of her mother, who passed
away in Berlin. Awaiting the bright and inquisitive girl are
her father Ebbo, an eccentric scientist with a dubious interest in racial breeding; her
aunt Milla, who flees reality through music and affairs; and other members of her
aristocratic German family, who are clinging to their privileges in a world on the brink
of disaster. Upon finding a wounded Estonian anarchist on the estate, the passionate,
impulsive Oda fearlessly hides him and secretly nurses him back to health, aware that
her deed could trigger a chain reaction of uncontrollable violence.
The Poll Diaries hauntingly evokes the end-of-days atmosphere of a doomed society
at the crossroads of the German and Russian Empires in the early 20th century.
Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta
Wednesday, 23rd November - Pre-screening Welcome Drinks at 19.00hrs
Friday, 25th November at 21.00hrs
Contact details:
German-Maltese Circle
Messina Palace, 141, Triq San Kristofru, Valletta VLT 1465, Malta
Tel: 21246967 Fax: 21240552 E-mail: gmc@germanmaltesecircle.org
Web: www. germanmaltesecircle.org

Goethe! – R16
Director: Philipp Stölzl, colour, 102 min., 2010
Germany, 1772 – the young and boisterous Johann Goethe
is sent by his father to a sleepy little town to mend his ways
after failing his law exams. At first, he tries to do his best at
the Supreme Court and even convinces his superior Kestner.
But then Lotte enters his life and nothing is the same as
before after they fall in love. However, Johann is unaware
that Lotte is in fact already engaged to Kestner ...
The dramatic and unfulfilled love between the young poet
and Lotte was the template for Goethe’s masterpiece The
Sorrows of Young Werther. A modern pop fairy-tale about Germany’s most celebrated
writer in the vein of “Shakespeare in Love” and “Amadeus”.
The film Goethe! has been a box-office hit in Germany with over one million viewers
this year.
Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta

Thursday, 24th November at 19.00hrs
Sunday, 27th November at 17.00hrs

If not us, who? – R18

(Wer wenn nicht wir)

Director: Andres Veiel, colour, 124 min., 2011
German Film Awards 2011 - Best Film, Bronze
The beginnings of German terrorism, stories of a failed love
affair, destruction and self-destruction: In the early sixties,
Bernward Vesper, son of Nazi author Will Vesper, becomes
acquainted with fellow student Gudrun Ensslin. Together, they
want to change the world, but lose themselves somewhere
along the way.
IF NOT US, WHO? is a kind of cinematic roman à clef about
the early history of the sixties protest generation. “If you want to understand the
political upheaval of the time, then these two actually serve as good examples,…. I
wanted to examine this politically charged upheaval in a different manner, away from
the well-known images ingrained by the media, and move more towards the personal
and political; the historical, biographic and social propellants. What makes people
unable to come to terms with our world?” (Veiel)
Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta

Thursday, 24th November at 21.00hrs

All films are in German with subtitles in English.
Fassbinder Film Night – Entrance Complimentary

When we leave – R14

(Die Fremde)

Director: Feo Aladag, colour, 120 min., 2009
Europa Cinema Award Berlin 2010, German Film Awards
2010 (Best Film in Bronze, Best Leading Actress), German
Film Critics’ Award 2011 & LUX Prize of the European
Parliament 2011
What would you sacrifice for your family’s love? Your values?
Your freedom? Your independence? German-born Umay
flees her oppressive marriage in Istanbul, taking her young
son Cem with her. She is hoping to find a better life with
her family in Berlin, but her unexpected arrival creates intense conflict. Her family is
trapped in their conventions, torn between their love for her and the values of their
community. Ultimately they decide to return Cem to his father in Turkey. To keep her
son, Umay is forced to move again. She finds the inner strength to build a new life for
herself and Cem, but her need for her family’s love drives her to a series of ill-fated
attempts at reconciliation. What Umay doesn’t realize is just how deep the wounds
have gone and how dangerous her struggle for self-determination has become...
Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta

Friday, 25th November at 19.00hrs
Sunday, 27th November at 21.00hrs

I’ve never been happier – R16

(So glücklich war ich noch nie)

Director: Alexander Adolph, colour, 94 min., 2009
Frank Knöpfel constantly flirts with life with his beguiling
bright blue eyes. He buys a complete stranger an expensive
coat in a designer boutique just because he feels like it. He
disguises himself as a businessman from Oslo, a Mafia boss,
a stock exchange specialist and an estate agent, whatever
it takes to bring in the cash. He is the type of person who
enjoys looking in the mirror, and delights in what he sees
there. A flirtation with a customer in a boutique leads to
Frank’s undoing. He’s busted and sent to prison. After his
release, he again meets Tanja, the woman from the boutique. He is determined to free
her from the brothel where she works, but in doing so, he succumbs once more to his
addiction to assuming false identities.
Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta

Sunday, 27th November at 19.00hrs

Booking from St. James Cavalier Centre for Creativity, Valletta for all
shows except for the FASSBINDER FILM NIGHT. Tickets at €3.00

Fassbinder Film Night
Venue: Messina Palace, Triq San Kristofru, Valletta
Saturday, 26th November
Entrance: Complimentary
The German-Maltese Circle is proud to present a selection of Fassbinder Movies at Messina
Palace in Valletta on Saturday, 26th November 2011. The film night will be chaired by Tony
Cassar Darien and includes a thematic poster exhibition.
Rainer Werner Fassbinder (1945–1982) was one of the most critically
acclaimed and controversial director in post-war Germany. His films,
which hold a fascination right up to the present day, expose mercilessly
the political and social situation of Germany during the post-war years.
His life was characterised by staggering extremes, stunning productivity
and unparalleled accomplishment. Although his film-making career
lasted only 13 years (from 1969, when he directed his first feature
film, to 1982, the year of his untimely death from a drug overdose) he
directed more than 40 feature-length works for cinema and television,
besides working as an actor, author, cameraman, composer, designer,
editor and producer. Notoriously abusive as a director and openly gay in
an era when such public coming-out was considered a huge provocation, he has left us images
of captivating beauty, performances of unparalleled depth, and often stories of isolation and
longing, which continue to move - and provoke - audiences around the world.
Fear eats the souls – R16
(Angst essen Seele auf)
1973/74, 91 min. – at 17.00hrs
Emmi, a 60-year-old cleaning woman, falls in love with, and marries Ali,
a much younger Moroccan guest worker. Emmi’s family and neighbours
disapprove of their relationship until they realize they can profit from
it. But the pressure is too much for both of them. A “film about an
impossible love which is nonetheless possible”.

Martha – R18
1973/74, 116 min. – at 19.00 hrs
The story of a less than ordinary marriage. After her father dies,
Martha flies the parental nest and gets married, replacing one type of
dependency with another until she finally becomes completely helpless
when an accident confines her to a wheelchair – a situation which, in an
intriguingly ambivalent way, she seems to relish.
Lili Marleen – R16
1980, 120 min. – at 21.30hrs
Zurich 1938. Robert’s father an influential Jewish lawyer, does
everything to keep his son away from the German nightclub singer
Wilkie. The outbreak of war makes their relation still more difficult. In
1941 Wilkie is given the chance of her life: by chance one of her songs
is played on Radio Belgrade, the station providing German soldiers with
news throughout Europe. Wilkie now becomes famous in the whole
German Reich and begins to advance in Nazi Germany which cannot be
stopped by anyone. Thanks to her influence she can save Robert from
the Gestapo, enabling him to flee to Switzerland.

