
In between worlds – r12
(Zwischen Welten)
Director: Feo Aladag, 
103 min., 2014

Festivals: Berlinale 2014 
(in competition)

Jesper, a German Armed Forces soldier 
signs up for another mission in the 
war-torn country of Afghanistan. He 
and his squad are assigned the task 
of guarding a small village outpost 

from increasing Taliban influence. Together with Tarik, their young 
and inexperienced interpreter, they try to win the trust of the village 
community and the allied Afghani militia. The difference between the 
two worlds, however, is immense. When Tarik and his sister, Nala, 
are being menaced by the Taliban, Jesper comes into conflict with 
both his conscience and the orders he receives: should he help his 
interpreter, Tarik, in a life-threatening situation or should he follow 
orders? This explosive human drama from the director of the award-
winning WHEN WE LEAVE (DIE FREMDE), was secretly shot on 
location in the region of Mazar-e Sharif and Kunduz in Afghanistan.

Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta
Sunday, 23rd November at 19.00hrs

wIm wenders 
ClassIC FIlm nIght

Venue: Messina Palace, Triq San Kristofru, Valletta
Saturday, 22nd November Entrance complimentary

Oscar-nominated German filmmaker 
WIM WENDERS was born in 1945 
in Düsseldorf. He fell in love with the 
cinema while living in Paris to become 
a painter, but failed to gain admission 
to the French National Film School. In 
1967 he returned to West Germany and 
started his studies at the prestigious 
University of Television and Film in 
Munich.

Wenders gained recognition as part of 
the German New Wave Cinema Movement of the 1970s, alongside 
other famous directors like Rainer Werner Fassbinder and Werner 
Herzog. It was his feature film “The American Friend” (1977), that 
represented his international breakthrough and got him a nomination 
for the Palme d’Or at the 1977 Cannes Film Festival. The film was 
also cited as Best Foreign Film by the National Board of Review in 
the United States.

Wenders, who always had admired American Films, moved to 
America and in 1984 won three awards at Cannes, including the 
Palme d’Or for his American-made film “Paris Texas”, which was 
a prelude to his greatest success “Wings of Desire” (1987), which 
he made back in Germany. The film brought him the Best Director 

Award at Cannes and was an international success, even spawning a 
Hollywood remake.

Since the mid-1990s, Wenders has distinguished himself as a non-
fiction filmmaker, directing several highly acclaimed documentaries, 
most notably Buena Vista Social Club (1999) and PINA (2011), both of 
which brought him Oscar nomination.

the amerICan FrIend
(Der amerikanische Freund)
1977, 123 min. - at 17.00 hrs
(based in the novel “Ripley’s game” by 
Patricia Highsmith)

Jonathan, formerly a restorer, now making 
picture frames, lives in Hamburg. He suffers 
from leukaemia and knows that there is no 
escape for him. Tom Ripley, an American 
art dealer, makes him a very doubtful offer: 
he is to commit a murder in Paris. Jonathan 
agrees to the proposal. After his return a 
second murder is inevitable. Ripley himself 

is now in need of Jonathan’s help.

While shooting DER AMERIKANISCHE FREUND, Wim Wenders 
explained that he always wanted to make a film version of one of 
Patricia Highsmith’s novels ever since he read his first book by her. 
…”It is not about solving crimes, nor is it a story about chasing after 
gangsters or spying detectives. My film is about what a man is capable 
of doing when driven to the limit, when death is breathing down his 
neck.” In 1978, the film received several film awards in Germany and 
quickly became a cult classic, thus bringing Wim Wenders and actor 
Bruno Ganz to an international level of film making.

wIngs oF desIre – r12
(Der Himmel über Berlin)
1987, 128 min. - at 20.00 hrs

Best Director, Cannes 1987, Grand 
Prize Sydney, 1987, Guild Award in 
Silver, 1987, 2 European Film Awards, 
1988, 2 German Film Awards,1988, 
Bavarian Film Award, 1988

The sky over war-scarred Berlin is full of 
gentle, trench-coated angels who listen 
to the tortured thoughts of mortals and try 
to comfort them. One, Damiel, wishes to 

become mortal after falling in love with a beautiful trapeze artist, Marion. 
Peter Falk, as himself, assists in the transformation by explaining the 
simple joys of a human experience, such as the sublime combination 
of coffee and cigarettes.

Told from the angel’s point of view, Wings of Desire is shot in black and 
white, blossoming into color only when the angels perceive the realities 
of humankind. Ultimately, Damiel determines that he must experience 
humanity in full, and breaks through into the real world to pursue a life 
with Marion.
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Wednesday, 19th November Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta
 “Age of Cannibals” 19.00 hrs
 (“Zeit der Kannibalen”)

Thursday, 20th November Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta
 “Finsterworld” 19.00 hrs
 “Stations of the Cross” 21.00 hrs
 (“Kreuzweg”)

Friday, 21st November Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta
 “Westen” 19.00 hrs
 “Super Egos” 21.00 hrs
 (“Über-Ich und Du”)

Saturday, 22nd November Venue: Messina Palace, Valletta
Wim Wenders Classic Film Night
 “The American Friend” 17.00 hrs
 (“Der amerikanische Freund”)

 “Wings of Desire” 20.00 hrs
 (“Himmel über Berlin”)

Sunday, 23rd November Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta
 “Sputnik” 17.00 hrs
 in collaboration with the Ziguzajg Children’s Arts Festival

 “In-between Worlds” 19.00 hrs
 (“Zwischen Welten”)

 “Age of Cannibals” 21.00 hrs
 (“Zeit der Kannibalen”)

All films are in German with subtitles in English

Booking from St. James Cavalier Centre for Creativity, Valletta 
for all shows except for the Wim Wenders Classic Film Night.

Tickets at € 3.00 (except for the Children’s Film “Sputnik” - Tickets at € 2.00)

Entrance to the Wim Wenders Classic Film Night 
at Messina Palace is complimentary.



age oF CannIbals – r15
(Zeit der Kannibalen)
Director: Johannes Naber, 
93 min., 2013

Festivals: Berlinale 2014 (Perspektive 
Deutsches Kino)

Öllers and Niederländer are two highly paid 
consultants. For years they’ve been touring 
the world’s seediest countries seeking 
to satisfy their clients’ hunger for profit. 
Reality exists merely as a dusty silhouette 

behind the windows of their air-conditioned luxury hotels. Their goal 
seems to be within their grasp: to ascend to their company’s top 
echelon and finally be made partners. But then their old rival Hellinger 
is given the sought-after promotion and they find themselves forced to 
come to terms with his successor - young and ambitious Bianca. Öllers 
and Niederländer are irritated, sarcasm spreads, neuroses break out. 
The fight for survival within the company takes its toll – the AGE OF 
CANNIBALS dawns.

AGE OF CAnnIBAlS is a mix of black comedy and social drama; a 
slick, sharp parody charting the fall of the new elite from the heights of 
hubris into a miserable abyss. A German take on corporate greed and 
the dark side of capitalism.

Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta
Opening Night: Wednesday, 19th November at 19.00 hours
Second Show: Sunday, 23rd November at 21.00hrs

FInsterworld – r12

Director: Frauke Finsterwalder, 
91 min., 2013

Awards: German Film Award 2014 
(Best Supporting Actress - Sandra 
Hüller); German TV-Spielfilm Award; 
Best Feature Film Award Vancouver 
2014

A journey through a surreal Germany: A 
police officer in a bear costume. A female 
documentary filmmaker, who is unable to 

find an interesting story. A pedicurist who carefully sets aside the hard 
skin removed from the feet of his aged female patient. A rich couple 
that refuses to sit in a German-built car. A history student uninterested 
in a class visit to a concentration camp. A wild man training a raven in 
the woods.

In this anthology film, all are bound by family ties or a moment of 
coincidence in a country where the sun always shines and everybody is 
beautiful, polite, successful or happy. That is until they reveal their darker 
side, and we discover that the step from idyll to inferno is a short one.

Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta
Thursday, 20th November at 19.00hrs

statIons oF the Cross – r12a
(Kreuzweg)
Director: Dietrich Brüggemann, 
107 min., 2014

Awards: Silver Bear for Best Screenplay 
at Berlinale 2014; Students’ Critic Jury 
Award Edinburgh 2014

Maria is 14 years old. Her family is part of a 
fundamentalist Catholic community. Maria lives her everyday life in the 
modern world, yet her heart belongs to Jesus. She wants to follow him, 
to become a saint and go to heaven – just like all those holy children 
she’s always been told about. So Maria goes through 14 stations, just 
like Jesus did on his path to Golgatha, and reaches her goal in the end. 
Not even Christian, a boy she meets at school, can stop her, even if 
in another world, they might have become friends, or even more. Left 
behind is a broken family that finds comfort in faith, and the question, if 
all these events were really so inevitable.

STATIOnS OF THE CROSS is an indictment and at the same time, 
the legend of a saint. It’s a story of religion, devotion and radical faith.

Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta
Thursday, 20th November at 21.00hrs

westen (what Can you 
leave behInd) – r15

Director: Christian Schwochow, 
102 min., 2013

Awards: German & Montreal Film 
Awards for Best leading actress - 
Jördis Triebel 2014

Summer, late 70s - Three years after her 
boyfriend Wassilij dies in a car accident, 
Nelly Senf decides to escape from the 
GDR with her son Alexey and leave her 

memories and her grief behind. Two suitcases, a school-back, a cuddly 
toy – that is all Nelly and Alexey take with them to start their new life.

That should be possible on the other side of the Wall, or so Nelly 
believes. But over there, in the West, she doesn’t know anybody. The 
cramped Emergency Refugee Center in West Berlin is her only shelter 
and the place, where her past is catching up with her: The Allied secret 
services demand information on Wassilij. Allegedly he was a spy. Nelly 
has to decide if she lets the trauma of the past destroy the future she 
had in mind for her and her son.

“A perfectly outbalanced film without any superficiality … Well-developed 
characters and brilliant acting performances …” (kino-zeit.de)

Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta
Friday, 21st November at 19.00hrs

super egos – r15
(Über-Ich und Du)
Director: Benjamin Heisenberg, 
94 min., 2012

Festivals: Berlinale 2014

Described as “a comical, double trouble 
buddy movie” with both sensual and 
cryptic moments, ÜBER-ICH UND 
DU shows how the improbabilities 
of life bring the washed-up boheme 
Nick Gutlicht together with the star 

psychologist Curt Ledig who is rather long in the tooth and highly 
controversial because of his Nazi connections. Although he puts up 
some resistance, Nick soon becomes an object for the old man to 
study. A life out of kilter is gradually brought back into order, while a 
faltering memory manages to retrieve the truth about the involvement 
with the Third Reich.

Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta
Friday, 21st November at 21.00hrs

sputnIk – rpg

Director: Markus Dietrich, 
83 min., 2013
1989, the German Democratic Republic: 
After he has applied for a transit visa, 
the uncle of 10-year-old Friederike is 
ordered by the authorities to leave for the 
West within 48 hours. The devastated 
girl thinks that she might never see her 
favourite uncle Mike again. Therefore, 
she and some of her friends start 
working on a machine which ought to 

“beam” her secretly across the border – just like she saw on Western 
television. Unfortunately, the first test run doesn’t yield the results 
she was hoping for: Friederike and her friends remain where they 
were, instead all other inhabitants of the village have apparently 
been “beamed” to the West. And now they are seemingly trying to 
get over the Wall unnoticed in order to return to their homes. With 
time running out, the kids have to act quickly if they want to avert a 
catastrophe at the border.

Venue: St James Cavalier, Valletta
Sunday, 23rd November at 17.00hrs

In collaboration with 
Ziguzajg Childrens’ Arts Festival


